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THIS 1S UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

The following report on Commmist control of Rumenien children recounts the
experience of ane mother with her daughter under the existing system of .
education. It illustrates soms of ths techniques used by Commmist educeticnal
authorities to lessen pareontal influence end prevent the inculecation of
beliefe hostile to the Commmist regime. :

The nother, e widor with ome deughter, makes her living as a private lenguage

ingtructor in Bucharest. ler family was formerly woalthy and until the recent
Wwer she travelled much abroad, receiviag her education in Frence and Switzerw

lande During the war she worked with the Rumanisn Red Cross. ~llor child, who

is nov in her middle teens, is an oxcollent mothematicien and shors cansiders

able pranisoc a3 en athlets. :

The child's school day begins at nine a.m., with a short recess during the
norning. She is not permitted to roturn to her home for lunch. In the
afternoon she is required to select for reeding a volume approved by her
Communist ingtructor. Group study periods, under the supervisiom of the
toacher, last until 1500 hours, after which the group engages in athletics
until 1800 hours. A large smount of homework is generally assigned; she is
freed from the burden of hamework only when en evening lecture is scheduled.
Attendence at such leoctures is campulsory snd pupils must answor a roll calle
Her classes include one hour a dey devoted to the study of larximmeloninisn,
with special reference t6 Stelin, who is desipnated "Slava®", a torm formerly
reserved for the Diety. The Russimm longuage is a required major subjecto

n the last day of school in the summer of 1949, the child was told to prepare
to leave in one week to spend o month in camp at Drasov with her schoolmates.
She reoturned for camp in excellent health but arncyed becsuse the instructor
haf become incensed upom discovering that she was reading Rumenisn translatians
of IEnglish classics ond French poetry in the original which had been given
hor by her mother. The instructor, who found her reading these volumes in bed
at night, augrily seized and burnt them and hended her a biography of Lenin
and other Canmmnist litorature. Upom her rotursn home the child saeid, "Please
Ulama, I enjoy reading your bocks, but I'1l read them at home When I have timeo
Teking them with me to camp is forbidden and only incites the rage of all the
instructors®,
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After spending about ten days at hame the child wes agein ordered to camp
without her mother bsing consulted or informed of its location., The child
was promised her first plane trip and it waes impressed upon her that it wes
only through the generosiby and kindness of her instructors that she was
permitted to travel by plene. After iwo Weeks' absence the daughter returmed
hang, having injured her foot in athletic contests. She was seunt to a
doctor and ordered to continue her sthletic training. Shortly therealter
sho was ordered sgein to camp in or near Bucharest cn the pretext that she
could concentrate on curing her foot and preparing for forthcaning athletic
contests. Ths mother did not know her whoreabouts end would heve been une
able to ccntact her in the event of an emerpgency.

During one of her short stays at home the child refused an ‘invitation to the
hone of e foreigner on the ground that her presiige in spert and at school
would be gericusly damaged ne matter how innocent the oceasim.

The mother is thankful thet her child has doveloped no interest ia the
opposite sex aince she believes that, if such were the case, the girl wouid
to encouraged Yo engege in sexunl relatioms. If hor deughter should becams
progaent, sccording ts the mother, she would be sent to a state institution
to awalt the birth of the child after which she would return hame cnd the
child would become the ward of the govermment. The mother is canvinced thab

‘'she now exercises no influence over her daughter, who is under the campleie

control of ths state. She canmot give the child any orgenized instruction
at home in view of her long hours at school end her state of utter exheustion
upon returning home.
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